Planning a Construction Project?
You May Need a NPDES Permit!

The Clean Water Act (CWA) prohibits the discharge of any pollutant to navigable waters of the United
States from a point source unless the discharge is authorized by a National Pollatant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permit. Efforts to improve water quality under the NPDES program fraditionally have focused on reducing
pollutants in industrial process wastewater and municipal sewage treatment plant discharges. Over time, it has
become evident that more diffuse sources of water pollution, such as storm water runoff from construction sites, are

also significant contributors to water quality problems,

Sediment runoff rates from construction sites are typically 10 to 20 times greater than those from
agricultural lands, and 1,000 to 2,000 times greater than those of forest lands. During a short period of time,
construction activity can contribute more sediment to streams than can be deposited over several decades, causing
physical and biological harm to our Nation’s waters.

In 1990, EPA promulgated rules establishing Phase I of the NPDES storm water program. Phase 1
addresses, among other discharges, discharges from large construction activities disturbing 5 acres or more of land.
Phase II of the NPDES storm water program covers small construction activities disturbing between 1 and 5 acres.
Beginning March 10, 2003, small construction permit applications are required for sites disturbing between 1 and 5
acres.

Who Is Covered Under the Phase 11 Construction Rule?

Sites Between One and Five Acres

The Storm Water Phase II Rule automatically designates, as small construction activity under the NPDES storm
water permitting program, all operators of construction site activities that result in a land disturbance of equal to or
greater than 1 and less than 5 acres.

Sites Less Than One Acre

Site activities disturbing less than 1 acre are also regulated as small construction activity if they are part of a larger
common plan of development or sale with a planned disturbance of equal to or greater than 1 acre and less than 5
acres, or if they are designated by the NPDES permitting authority. The NPDES permitting authority or EPA Region
may designate construction activities disturbing less than 1 acre based on the potential for contribution to a violation
of a water quality standard or for significant contribution of pollutants to waters of the United States.

What Does the Phase I1 Construction Program Require?

The Phase II Final Rule requires operators of Phase II small construction sites, nationally, to obtain an NPDES

permif and imnlement practices to minimize pn"nrﬁnf runoff.
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__ Submission of a Netice of Intent (NOI) that includes general information and a certification
that the activity will not impact endangered or threatened species.

. The development and implementation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
with appropriate BMPs to minimize the discharge of pollutants from the site; and

__ Submission of a Notice of Termination (NOT) when final stabilization of the site has been
achieved as defined in the permit or when another operator has assumed control of the site.






